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Mask of the spring Water
Dance as a source of culture in Africa
Birgit Akesson

FeAtured title JAnuAry/FeBruAry 2011 

kAllvATTNeTs MAsk was first published in swedish in 1983; and this 
is the first english translation, by rachelle Puryear and hakar lovgren. The 
author, Birgit Akesson (1908-2001) was a legendary figure, an innovative 
modern dancer and choreographer, and a teacher and researcher. This is 
her very personal documentation of traditional African dance in a number 
of societies in east, West and central Africa during the 1960s and 1970s. 
in opposition to many art historians, anthropologists and ethnologists, she 
experienced the dance, the masks, the music and the social interaction as 
intrinsic elements of a totality. in many instances, what she was allowed 

to see then may no longer exist, making her observations a valuable historical record of the state of 
traditional African dance in the mid-1900s.

read more... click here
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AFricAn StudieS

eThNiciTy, ciTizeNshiP AND sTATe iN eAsTerN AfricA
Aquiline tarimo, S.J.

This volume, from an Africa perspective, examines the relationship between ethnicity 
and citizenship within the framework of nation-state. its objective and scope engage 
relational aspects of political integration, awaken public conscience, and motivate civic 
engagement. it provides a platform that could be considered prerequisite for political 
transformation. such a framework is indispensable not only for challenging the politics of 
exclusion and marginalization, but also for reconstructing fractured social relationships. 
The test of its validity and relevancy is not whether it accounts for particular traditions, 
but whether it provides a framework through which we can comprehend the dynamics 
of ethnic identities as an avenue for promoting participatory governance and democratic 

accountability. An interdisciplinary study of this kind brings forth practical and theoretical contributions to the 
evolving concepts of ethnicity and citizenship.

“This is a well-written and well-argued book based on east African empirical findings and inspired by a wide reading in 
political, anthropological, theological and philosophical works.”

- Dr. PieT koNiNgs, AfricAN sTUDies ceNTre, leiDeN

ISBN 9789956579990 | 160 pages | 216 x 140 mm | 2011 | Langaa RPCIG, Cameroon | Paperback | $26.95/£18.95

read more here

Anthropology

esPAces, cUlTUre MATerielle eT iDeNTiTes eN seNegAMBie
edited by ibrahima thiaw

ce livre vise à réexaminer la production historique, ethnographique et anthropologique 
dans divers espaces de la sénégambie à la lueur des sources archéologiques et de la 
culture matérielle. Tout comme la langue, la culture matérielle et les formes intangibles de 
l’identité sont aussi de puissants vecteurs de transmission, d’affirmation et du maintien de 
l’identité. en sénégambie, l’archéologie a jusqu’ici joué un rôle très négligeable dans ce 
domaine. elle a longtemps été cantonnée à l’étude de périodes dites « préhistorique » et 
« protohistorique » qui, en dehors des cercles académiques, ne sont généralement pas 
connues par les populations locales et les griots ou autres communicateurs traditionnels. 

This book re-examines historical, ethnographic and anthropological productions in various spaces in senegambia. 
Just like language, material culture in original forms is powerful in the transmission and affirmation of identity. 
Unfortunately, archeology has so far played a very minor role in this domain in senegambia, as the discipline has 
been confined to the study of eras know as ‘prehistoric’ and ‘protohistoric’, which are little known by story tellers 
and other traditional communicators.

ISBN 9782869784826 | 110 pages | 229 x 152 mm | 2011 | CODESRIA, Senegal | Paperback | $22.95/£15.95

read more here
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  lA geoMANcie Des MoNTs MANDiNgUes
l’art de lire l’avenir dans le sable
Jan Jansen and namagan Kante

This book describes a trajectory of formalized apprenticeship in a Mande divination 
system. This apprenticeship demonstrates, in contrast to what theories predict, that 
formalized arithmetic education can exist in a society that has not developed a system of 
mathematics, that has a low level of literacy, and in which writing is mostly a technology 
used for the reproduction of religious texts (and not for the organization of the society). 
At the same time, this book describes the hitherto never noticed divination system of the 
Mande Mountains, which is a system with twenty-two “houses”. The numerology of this 

system may offer new perspectives on “classical” Mande texts of creation myths. (iN freNch)

JAN JANseN has a special interest in oral tradition in sub-sahara Africa. he conducted extensive fieldwork in the region 
southwest of Mali’s capital Bamako. Jan Jansen’s anthropological studies focus on the relationship between historical 
discourses and local politics. he has published extensively on local systems of education by apprenticeship and has 
produced - often in collaboration with Malian scholars and local male elites - numerous text editions of oral history accounts. 
Jan Jansen’s current research project focuses on the epistemological and methodological consequences of applying new 
recording and documentation technology, with a special attention for the academic traditions by which the encounter 
between researcher and informant is constructed.  Jan Jansen is editor of History in AfricA - A JournAl of MetHod and 
co-editor of AfricAn sources for AfricAn History (published by Brill, leiden) and Mande Worlds (published by liT verlag, 
Munster/hamburg).

ISBN 9789995280505 | 104 pages | 210 x 148 mm | B/W Illustrations | 2010 | Editions Yeelen, Mali Republic | Paperback | $22.95/£16.95

read more here

MAsk of The sPriNg WATer. Dance as a source of culture in Africa
Birgit Akesson

kAllvATTNeTs MAsk was first published in swedish in 1983; and this is the first english 
translation, by rachelle Puryear and hakar lovgren. The author, Birgit Akesson (1908-
2001) was a legendary figure, an innovative modern dancer and choreographer, and a 
teacher and researcher. This is her very personal documentation of traditional African dance 
in a number of societies in east, West and central Africa during the 1960s and 1970s. 
she travelled extensively in Africa, with stays in Tanzania, ethiopia, ghana, Nigeria, liberia 
and the republic of congo. she presents a unique body of material, analysed from her 
special vantage point. her search for the essence of dance, the source beyond language 

or expression that was universal for true dance, had its point of departure in dance as an essential part of human 
existence. in opposition to many art historians, anthropologists and ethnologists, she experienced the dance, 
the masks, the music and the social interaction as intrinsic elements of a totality. in many instances, what she 
was allowed to see then may no longer exist, making her observations a valuable historical record of the state of 
traditional African dance in the mid-1900s.

ISBN 9789987080502 | 328 pages | 235 x 180 mm | B/W Illustrations and Colour Photographs | 2010 | Mkuki na Nyota Publishers, Tanzania | 
Hardback | $42.95/£32.95

read more here
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  socieTy AND chANge iN BAli NyoNgA. critical Perspectives
edited by Jude Fokwang and Kehbuma langmia

contemporary Bali Nyonga is a rapidly growing town of over 80,000 in habitants, sixteen 
kilometres southwest of Bamenda, the capital of the North West region, cameroon. if 
cameroon has been aptly referred to in many circles as Africa in miniature, then Bali 
Nyonga, since its founding in the mid 19th century is emblematic of this so-called 
‘multicultural’ region. This book is about change in Bali Nyonga, but it is also about 
change in a typical postcolonial African setting grappling with a challenging new 
world reality. it aims to provide cutting-edge analyses of cultural change in Bali as well 
as inspire a new kind of scholarship in the cameroon grasslands - championed by 
indigenous intellectuals. The contributors to this volume come from diverse academic 

backgrounds and as will be evident in the various chapters, their disciplinary perspectives have largely shaped 
their approaches to the topics under study. hence, this book draws on anthropological, theological, literary and 
media studies perspective.

“This book does an excellent job of analyzing certain facets of crucial developments in Bali and by extension, contemporary 
Africa. it crystallizes and presents its findings in persuasive essays, metaphysical reflections and insightful commentaries.”

- Dr. Jerry koMiA DoMAToB AlcorN sTATe UNiversiTy, UsA

ISBN 9789956579396 | 196 pages | 216 x 140 mm | 2010 | Langaa RPCIG, Cameroon | Paperback | $28.95/£19.95

read more here

AutoBiogrAphy/BiogrAphy/memoir
The PecUliAr keNyAN
Sunny Bindra

storymoja presents a collection of selected articles, all written with a light touch and 
with a twist of sunny Bindra’s trademark edgy humour. These pieces skewer all that is 
peculiar about kenyans.

“sunny’s light-hearted and humorous rendition is a profound take on the peculiarities that make us 
what we are.” 

- ToM MshhiNDi, MANAgiNg DirecTor, NATioN NeWsPAPers

“reading this book is like looking in the mirror everyday. This is out nation, our strengths, our 
weaknesses.”

- MichAel JosePh, ceo, sAfAricoM

sUNNy BiNDrA, kenya’s renowned author and business advisor, has been regaling kenyans since 2003 in his famous 
sundAy nAtion coluMn, A sunny Day. his bold and contrarian writing has created much discussion and debate across the 
country. and beyond.

ISBN 9789966001139 | 140 pages | 203 x 127 mm | 2010 | Storymoja, Kenya | Paperback | $24.95/£18.95

read more here
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  sAMir AMiN. intellectuel organique au service de l’emancipation du sud
demba moussa dembélé

ce livre sur le professeur samir Amin retrace à partir de notes biographiques ses origines 
familiales, son itinéraire intellectuel, ses combats politiques ainsi que ses expériences 
dans l’élaboration de politiques économiques en egypte, au Mali et dans plusieurs 
autres pays. sa découverte précoce au lycée du marxisme et du matérialisme historique, 
comme outil d’analyse scientifique de l’histoire des sociétés humaines, forme la base 
fondamentale qui a structuré sa pensée, orienté son œuvre et influencé son action sa vie 
durant. ce livre souligne également l’apport inestimable du Professeur samir Amin à la 
lutte contre le capitalisme grâce à son combat inlassable pour déconstruire les concepts 
destinés à masquer la vraie nature dtu capitalisme historique, à savoir la poursuite effrénée 

de l’accumulation par la dépossession des pays et peuples dominés. A travers une série d’entretiens avec le 
Professeur samir Amin, défilent un panorama saisissant de toutes les grandes idées qui ont été au cœur de son 
combat intellectuel et politique au cours du demi-siècle écoulé.

l’auteur donne aussi une sélection de textes, dont certains inédits, mais également une bibliographie aussi 
exhaustive que possible avec tous les écrits publiés en français à ce jour par le Professeur samir Amin. cette 
œuvre prodigieuse et variée est destinée à une audience très large : étudiants, chercheurs, enseignants, leaders 
politiques et simples citoyens soucieux d’apprendre davantage sur le phénomène de la mondialisation et son 
impact sur les pays dits « sous-développés ».

This book on Professor samir Amin retraces his family origins, intellectual itinerary, political struggles as well as 
his experience in economic policy formulation in egypt, Mali and many other countries. The fundamentals which 
shaped samir Amin’s thinking, directed his life-long work and influenced his action spawned from his early 
discovery in high school of Marxism and historical Materialism, used as a scientific analysis of the history of human 
societies. This book also highlights samir Amin’s invaluable contribution to the struggle against capitalism through 
his indefatigable fight to deconstruct the concepts that are used to disguise the true face of historical capitalism, 
which is nothing but an unabashed pursuit for accumulation and dispossession of dominated countries and 
peoples.

Through a series of interviews with samir Amin, the author unravels the poignant and great ideas which have been 
at the heart of his intellectual and political fight for the last half century. The author also provides a selection of 
texts which includes an exhaustive bibliography, with all published writings of samir Amin in french. This rich work 
is meant for a large readership – students, researchers, teachers, political leaders and citizens who are interested 
in the phenomenon of globalisation and its impact on the so-called ‘under-developed countries.

DeMBA MoUssA DeMBélé is an economist/researcher and Director of the African forum for Alternatives. he was one 
of the main organisers of the 2011 World social forum held in Dakar, senegal. Dembélé is the co-author of l’Afrique 
répond à sArkozy. contre le discours de dAkAr (2008) and 50 Ans Après, quelle indépendAnce pour l’Afrique? (2010) both  
published by editions Philippe rey, Paris.

ISBN 9782869784871 | 216 pages | 234mm x 156mm | 2011 | CODESRIA, Senegal | Paperback | $32.95/£24.95

read more here

http://www.africanbookscollective.com/books/samir-amin


  economicS And development
The DesigN AND iMPleMeNTATioN of BUsiNess Process 
reeNgiNeeriNg iN The eThioPiAN PUBlic secTor
An Assessment of four organizations
Atkilt hagos and tesfaye debela

in 1996, the ethiopian government introduced the civil service reform Program (csrP) to 
disentangle the intricacies of the old bureaucratic system, and to build a fair, responsible, 
efficient, ethical and transparent civil service that accelerates and sustains the economic 
development of the country. however, lack of competent personnel, prevalence of 
attitudinal problems and absence of a strong institutional framework constrained the 

success of the reform. To reinvigorate the csrP, the ethiopian government has been implementing BPr in 
public organizations since 2004. in this regard, there are claims and counter-claims on the effectiveness of BPr 
implementation in improving the performance of public organizations. Motivated by such claims, this research 
has assessed the design, challenges, implementation and outcome of BPr in four public organizations using 
questionnaires, interviews, observations and review of secondary sources.

ISBN 9789994455539 | 178 pages | 244 x 170 mm | B/W Illustrations | 2011 | OSSREA, Ethiopia | Paperback | $24.95/£18.95

read more here

fAciNg cliMATe chANge. Building south Africa’s strategy
Stefan raubenheimer

When it comes to climate change the gap between what we are doing and what we need 
to do is vast. Developing a plan to get us from where we are to where we need to be is now 
one of the most important tasks of modern society. in this, south Africa was an early leader, 
and it approached the question in a remarkable way. The south African long-Term Mitigation 
scenarios (lTMs) is an internationally celebrated example of how people can come together 
to work with the evidence to develop the questions of the day. What was remarkable was 
not only the scientific rigour adopted, but the way in which leaders worked together to reach 
a broad consensus. Their vision, and the response of the south African government, was 

ground-breaking and extraordinarily ambitious. The lTMs has quietly reshaped the south African landscape. This 
book is the story of the people and the process by which they took up the challenge and produced these long-
Term Mitigation scenarios.

sTefAN rAUBeNheiMer is the executive Director of southsouthNorth (ssN), and has worked in the field of climate 
change for ten years. he started his career as a human rights lawyer in the 1980s, during which period he trained as a 
mediator, arbitrator and facilitator. in the period before and after the south African elections in 1994, he became interested 
in the resolution of conflict and the facilitation of development and transformation processes. in this time he worked as a 
panellist for the independent Mediation service of south Africa, now Tokiso. in 1999, he attended the UN climate change 
conference and, together with an international team, created ssN, an organisation that he has headed since then. ssN has 
focused on the developmental issues raised by the climate change challenge. A combination of his work in this new field 
and his work as a facilitator laid the seeds for the design and management of the lTMs, the subject of this book.

ISBN 9781920409524 | 168 pages | 234 x 156 mm | B/W Illustrations | 2011 | Idasa, South Africa | Paperback | $28.95/£19.95

read more here
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  hAs AfricA sheD iTs ThirD WorlD sTATUs? 
and other thought-provoking essays
peter de haan

This book is a collection of articles published in zambia’s leading newspaper The Post. Peter 
de haan reflects on a wide range of topics related to economic growth and development.

PeTer De hAAN is a development economist who has worked for the United Nations, oXfAM and 
the Netherlands Ministry of foreign Affairs embassy in la Paz, Bolivia. currently he is first secretary 
at the Netherlands embassy in lusaka, zambia.

ISBN 9789982997294 | 132 pages | 210 x 148 mm | 2011 | The Lembani Trust, Zambia | Paperback | $26.95/£18.95

read more here

lefT BehiND. rural zambia in the Third republic
Jeremy gould

left BeHind: rurAl zAMBiA in tHe tHird repuBlic seeks to identify persistent obstacles 
associated with integrating rural producers into the national economy. The analysis draws 
primarily on studies of the southern luapula plateau. The economic citizenship of rural 
zambians is an end in itself, but it also helps secure their democratic participation in defining 
the means and ends of the nation’s development. small-scale farmers have generally lost out 
on both counts. for all of its much-touted ‘potential’, agriculture remains a back-breaking, 
unrewarding and uncertain livelihood for most zambians, much as it was at independence 

forty-five years ago. The findings presented here demonstrate how government officials, chiefs and MPs are 
often distracted by concerns related more to their own, rather than their constituencies’ fortunes. When will rural 
zambians find the means to have their voice heard in the corridors of power?

JereMy goUlD (PhD, Anthropology) is Professor of Development & international cooperation at the University of 
Jyväskylä, finland. he is the author of tHe new conditionAlity: tHe politics of poverty reduction strAtegies (2005) and 
(with henrik secher Marcusson), the editor of etHnogrApHies of Aid (2004).

ISBN 9789982997249 | 160 pages | 229 x 152 mm | 2011 | The Lembani Trust, Zambia | Paperback | $28.95/£19.95

read more here
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livelihooD AND UrBAN PoverTy reDUcTioN iN eThioPiA
Perspectives from small and Big Towns
tegegne gebre-egziabher

The international development policy agenda is currently dominated by the theme of poverty 
reduction. The theme has been vigorously pursued by multilateral donors, such as The 
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), World Bank, and others. Their assistance 
has also been tuned to pro-poor policy frameworks. Poverty, however, is understood 
mainly to be a rural phenomenon. This is based on the fact that rural poverty is widespread 
and pervasive and affects a large segment of the population since the majority of people 
in less developed countries reside in rural areas. There is, however, an increasing trend 

of urban growth and with it urban poverty all over the world. in ethiopia urban poverty, in comparison to rural 
poverty and national level poverty, has increased over time. This has necessitated urban poverty reduction as an 
important area of intervention in urban development and planning. The objective of this study is to understand the 
livelihood situations of the poor in big and small towns, and identify the gaps and linkages between the livelihood 
requirements of the poor and policies at municipal level. The study was conducted in nine cities and towns of the 
country, including the capital city.

ISBN 9789994455522 | 174 pages | 234 x 156 mm | B/W Illustrations | 2010 | OSSREA, Ethiopia | Paperback | $28.95/£19.95

read more here

rePeNser les ecoNoMies AfricAiNes PoUr le DeveloPPeMeNT
edited by Bazika Jean-christophe and Abdelali Bensaghi naciri

l’ouvrage « repenser les éconoMies AfricAines pour le développeMent » est publié dans 
un contexte historique particulier, celui du cinquantenaire des indépendances des pays 
africains. c’est l’occasion de procéder au bilan et de suggérer de nouvelles alternatives. 
Depuis leur indépendance politique, les pays du continent africain sont en quête de modèles 
de développement de leurs sociétés. Aujourd’hui, après le constat de l’impasse dans 
laquelle se retrouvent les économies africaines, de nombreuses idées innovantes émergent 
et sont exprimées par les contributeurs du présent ouvrage pour édifier de nouvelles 
stratégies de développement. celles-ci s’appuient sur l’expérience réussie des pays d’Asie 

et d’Amérique latine, sur une nécessaire réforme de l’état et un engagement plus poussé de celui-ci dans 
l’impulsion du développement. les intellectuels africains sont interpellés afin qu’ils assument leurs responsabilités 
en produisant des connaissances novatrices susceptibles d’être appropriées par les décideurs du public et du 
privé et par la société civile.

re-tHinking AfricAn econoMies for developMent is delivered in the particularly historic context of the fiftieth 
independence anniversary of most African countries. This moment, therefore, calls for an assessment and 
suggestions for new alternatives. African countries have been searching for models of development since attaining 
political independence. Taking cognizance of the fact that African economies are today stuck in an impasse, 
many innovative ideas are proffered by the contributors to this book for new development strategies. These ideas 
are essentially hinged upon the successful experience of countries in Asia and latin America, and the need to 
reform the state and bring about development. African intellectuals are called upon in this book to rise up to their 
responsibility for the production of innovative knowledge that can be used by public and private sector decision 
makers to raise their communities out of poverty.

ISBN 9782869783294 | 264 pages | 234 x 156 mm | 2011 | CODESRIA, Senegal | Paperback | $32.95/£22.95

read more here
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The effecTs of TrANsAcTioN cosTs oN coMMUNiTy foresT 
MANAgeMeNT iN UgANDA
Joseph Wasswa-matovu

Uganda has 4.9 million hectares of forest resources, which cover 24 percent of the land 
area. Most of these forests resources have been controlled under customary tenure without 
clear management schemes. however, in recent years collaborative forest Management 
(cfM) has come to see local communities cooperating with government or its agencies in 
the management of gazetted forest reserves. organized in communal land Associations 
(clA), community members enter into a Memoranda of Understanding/Agreement with 
the National forestry Authority (NfA) to manage part or whole of a gazetted forest reserve. 

in Budongo sub-county in Masindi District (Western Uganda), a community Based organization (cBo), 
the Budongo community Development organization (BUcoDo) working with the NfA has piloted clAs as 
institutions through which communities can manage their forest resources. Presently little empirical evidence 
exists that points to the effects transaction costs in community forestry (cf) play in retarding the success of such 
initiatives. This study sought to: examine the level of transaction costs households faced in community forestry 
and to gauge their effects on community forestry initiatives; and determine the distribution of community forestry 
transaction costs across households with diverse socio-economic characteristics and gauge their effects on 
community forestry initiatives.

ISBN 9789994455591 | 96 pages | 229 x 152 mm | B/W Illustrations | 2010 | OSSREA, Ethiopia | Paperback | $22.95/£18.95

read more here 
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educAtion
QUAliTy of higher eDUcATioN iN eThioPiAN PUBlic iNsTiTUTioNs
Forum for Social Studies

The last two decades have seen dramatic changes in ethiopian higher education. system 
diversification, enrollment explosion, expansion in physical infrastructure, curricular overhaul 
and establishment of new types of institution - these are the areas of the most significant 
development in the sector. Nevertheless, it is the sharp decline in the quality of higher 
education that has been the subject of most concern for the academic community. yet, 
very little public debate or research was conducted on this thorny issue, until the forum for 
social studies (fss), an independent think-tank in ethiopia, took the initiative to organize a 
series of public discussion forums based on the outcome of its own studies on the subject.

This bilingual volume (Amharic and english) presents six of the essays which are the results of the fss initiative. 
They examine different aspects of quality such as pre-university academic competence of students, higher 
education quality assurance and accreditation system, curricular relevance, pedagogical training and workload of 
academic staff, and quality indicators of science education.

ISBN 9789994450312 | 294 pages | 229 x 152 mm | 2009 | Forum for Social Studies, Ethiopia | Paperback | $34.95/£24.95

read more here 
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hiStory
soNs AND DAUghTers of The soil
land and Boundary conflicts in North West cameroon, 1955-2005
Walter gam nkwi

This book makes a rare and original contribution on the history of little documented internal 
land conflicts and boundary misunderstandings in cameroon, where attention has tended 
to focus too narrowly on international boundary conflicts such as that between cameroon 
and Nigeria. The study is of the Bamenda grassfields, the region most plagued by land and 
boundary conflicts in the country. Despite claims of common descent and cultural similarities 
by most communities in the region, relations have been tested and dominated by recurrent 
land and boundary conflicts since the middle of the 20th century. Nkwi takes us through 

these contradictions, as he draws empirically and in general on his rich historical and ethnographic knowledge 
of the tensions and conflicts over land and boundaries in the region to situate and understand the conflicts 
between Bambili and Babanki-Tungoh – the epicenter of  land and boundary – from c.1950s – 2009. little if any 
scholarly attention has focused on this all important issue, its pernicious effects on the region notwithstanding. 
This book takes a bold step in the direction of the social history of land and boundary conflicts in cameroon, 
and demonstrates that there is much of scholarly interest in understanding the centrality of land and boundaries 
in the configuration and contestation of human relations.  in his innovative and stimulating blend of history and 
ethnography, Nkwi points to exciting new directions of paying closer attention to relationships informed by 
consciousness on and around land and boundaries.

WAlTer gAM NkWi is a historian who graduated from the University of Buea, cameroon with a Masters in African 
history. he is currently a research fellow at the African studies centre, leiden, University of leiden

ISBN 9789956578924 | 246 pages | 216 x 140 mm | 2011 | Langaa RPCIG, Cameroon | Paperback | $30.95/£22.95

read more here

lAnguAge And linguiSticS
eDUcATioNAl chAlleNges iN MUlTiliNgUAl socieTies. 
loiTAsA Phase Two research
edited by Zubeida desai and Birgit Brock-utne

This book is the sixth in a series of books from the loiTAsA (language of instruction in 
Tanzania and south Africa) project and reflects the work done in the sixth year of the project. 
loiTAsA is funded by the Norwegian University fund and began in January 2002. The 
project will come to an end in 2011. This book has its main focus research carried out in 
south Africa and Tanzania on the language of instruction issue. Most of the chapters in this 
book were presented at the sixth loiTAsA Workshop held at the University of the Western 

cape in south Africa in May 2009.

ISBN 9781920489069 | 360 pages | 244 x 170 mm | 2011 | African Minds Publishers, South Africa | Paperback | $39.95/£29.95

read more here
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literAture - Fiction
Bi TirgA
Kouraogo emmanuel

léonard Bi Tirga, fils d’un paysan pauvre, est un élève studieux. Par manque d’argent, il quitte 
l’école et se débrouille pour étudier, travailler et aider sa famille. léonard devient ouvrier dans 
une fabrique de chaussures. la vie du jeune ouvrier est, comme celle de ses camarades, 
très difficile : bas salaires et travail pénible. Avec ses amis il s’engage dans la lutte syndicale. 
Une succession d’événements difficiles et éprouvants renforce leur conscience militante, et 
fait de léonard et de son ami camille, des  leaders ouvriers. la personnalité de léonard, ses 
vertus motivent le choix du titre « Bi Tirga », en langue mooré : jeune bien éduqué, honnête, 
travailleur, courageux  et digne.

léonard Bi Tirga, son of a poor peasant, is a studious pupil. Due to shortage of finances, he has to leave school 
to make ends meet and pursue his studies. léonard becomes a sweatshop labourer. As a young labourer, his life 
like that of his peers is hard. The pay rate is low and the work is hard. With his friends, they engage in trade union 
activism. A series of complicated and trying events reinforces their conviction to militate. Thus, léonard and his 
friend camille become Union leaders. léonard’s character trait and uprightness explains the book title, Bi Tirga. in 
the Mooré language, this means a well educated, honest, hardworking, courageous and well-behaved youth.

“At the end of this interesting read, i have come to the same conclusion as georges Duhamel: ‘Upon reflection, both route 
and goals are identical. happiness is not just an end or the reason for life; it is its spring, its expression and quintessence. 
it is life itself’. As such, thanks go to emmanuel kouraogo for reminding us, with Bi tirgA, of this strong human exigency, 
happiness, which always comes as a result of a conquest.” - sAgADo NAcANABo

ISBN 9789956578801 | 128 pages | 203 x 127 mm | 2011 | Langaa RPCIG, Cameroon | Paperback | $22.95/£15.95

read more here

hoMeless WATers
Francis B. nyamnjoh

life in safang could not have been more idyllic for Ngoma and shaka, his elder sister. Under 
the wings of an attendant and storytelling mother, they didn’t miss the father they hadn’t known. 
later on, in the alluvial valleys of Bonfuma and the lands beyond, Ngoma experiences the thrills 
and challenges of schooling and being schooled.

Adolescents will appreciate his stories and struggles as he tries to reconcile his village roots 
with the desire for a modern education. he has special relationships with his grandfather, 
stepfather and teachers, and becomes captain of the college football team. But growing up 

with a sister does not make him understand the subtleties and complexities of girls. Whether collette or camille, 
they seem to be two sides of the same coin. Ngoma successfully manoeuvres between the two, without the 
slightest crisis, for a while. he seeks balance between god and girls, work and pleasure, learning and mischief. 
While life can be well salted, it can also be bitter. Jealousy rises and he discovers who matters and who doesn’t. 
his life brings together the bearableness and unbearableness of belonging, of being in love and being free, of...

ISBN 9789956579518 | 176 pages | 203 x 127 mm | 2011 | Langaa RPCIG, Cameroon | Paperback | $22.95/£16.95
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WeMA hAWAJAzAliWA
Ayi Kwei Armah

hadithi ya WeMA hAWAJAzAliWA inazungumzia juu ya rushwa. Mhusika mkuu ni mtu 
mwaminifu anayekataa kabisa vishawishi vya kila aina ya rushwa, lakini uaminifu wake 
haumletei jema lolote kwani anadharauliwa na kubezwa na kila mtu, hata wale wapenzi wake. 
imeeleza kwa ujasiri mkubwa, ujasiri usiokua na huruma yoyote kwa wajinga na wale ambao 
udhaifu wao huwafanya wayang’ang’anie madaraka.

tHe BeAutyful ones Are not yet Born was published in english in 1968 and here in swahili. 
The book tells the story of a nameless man who struggles to reconcile himself with the reality 

of post-independence ghana. The unnamed protagonist, referred to as “the man” works at a railway station 
and is approached with a bribe; when he refuses, his wife is furious and he can’t help feeling guilty despite his 
innocence. The novel expresses the frustration many citizens of the newly-independent states in Africa felt after 
attaining political independence. Many African states like ghana followed similar paths in which corruption and 
the greed of African elites became rampant. corruption in turn filtered down to the rest of society and the ‘rot’ that 
characterized post-independent ghana in the last years of Nkrumah is a dominant theme in the book.

Ayi kWei ArMAh, ghanaian novelist and poet, known for his visionary symbolism, poetic energy, and the extremely 
high moral integrity of his political vision. Armah’s first three novels were hailed as modernistic prose, while his next two 
challenged the euro-centric notions of history. Armah has lived and worked in the different cultural zones of Africa. Much 
of Armah’s earlier work deals with the betrayed ideals of ghanaian nationalism and Nkrumahist socialism.

ISBN 9789966460721 | 180 pages | 203 x 127 mm | 1969 | East African Educational Publishers, Kenya | Paperback | $22.95/£17.95

read more here

literAture - poetry
AzANiAN love soNg
don mattera

Donato francesco Mattera has been celebrated as a journalist, editor, writer and poet. 
he is also acknowledged as one of the foremost activists in the struggle for a democratic 
south Africa, and helped to found both the Union of Black Journalists, the African Writer’s 
Association and the congress of south African Writers. Born in 1935 in Western Native 
Township (now Westbury) across the road from sophiatown, Mattera can lay claim to an 
intriguingly diverse lineage: his paternal grandfather was italian, and he has Tswana, khoi-
khoi and Xhosa blood in his veins.

DoN MATTerAt is a south African poet and author. he was awarded the PeN AWArD for his poetry collection AzAniAn 
love song in 1983, and the NoMA AWArD for PUBlishiNg iN AfricA for his children’s book tHe five MAgic 
peBBles in 1993. his much acclaimed autobiography MeMory is tHe weApon was awarded the sTeve Biko Prize when 
it was first published in 1987. he has worked as a journalist on tHe sundAy tiMes, tHe sowetAn, and tHe weekly MAil (now 
known as the MAil And guArdiAn) and trained over 260 journalists. Don decided to convert to the Muslim faith and is now 
deeply involved in the eldorado Park community where he resides. he has a special interest in young people and the 
rehabilitation of ex-prisoners.

ISBN 9780620394864 | 128 pages | 210 x 148 mm | 2007 | African Perspectives, South Africa | Paperback | $22.95/£15.95
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PreDicAMeNTs
Francis B. nyamnjoh

“in this juvenalia, his first collection of poems, francis Nyamnjoh takes the reader back in time, 
even as the past catches up with the present, to show how unchanging and even painful life can 
be. Accordingly, the poems celebrate, mourn, ridicule, lambast, and lament, thereby highlighting 
Nyamnjoh’s characteristic fascination with the plight of the person in society, a picture which reaffirms 
his already established role as the conscience of spaces, especially those African.”

- eMMANUel frU Doh, ceNTUry college MiNNesoTA

frANcis B. NyAMNJoh has taught sociology, Anthropology and communication studies at 
universities in cameroon, Botswana and south Africa, and served as head of Publications with 

the council for the Development of social science research in Africa (coDesriA), Dakar, senegal. he is currently 
Professor of social Anthropology at the University of cape Town in south Africa.

ISBN 9789956579273 | 96 pages | 203 x 127 mm | 2011 | Langaa RPCIG, Cameroon | Paperback | $19.95/£15.95

read more here 

reMoviNg
melissa Butler

“in these poems Melissa Butler has the unique ability to take almost anything that happens to catch 
her eye or to  gure in her mind’s eye—these can range from a bowl to a hadeda, from the concept of 
edges to the cusp of a silence—and make it speak volumes not only about itself, but about us in our 
human lives. such are her poetic gifts; and such is the quality of this remarkable debut.”

- sTePheN WATsoN, soUTh AfricAN PoeT

“The experience of reading the poems in removing is, wonderfully, one of a late-night conversation 
with a warm, imaginative, thoughtful, observant and compassionate friend. in pellucid language and 

deeply satisfying images of the real, Melissa Butler manages to talk about the great questions of humanity as lightly and 
easily as if she were tossing out a picnic blanket.”

- fiNUAlA DoWliNg, PoeT AND creATive WriTiNg TeAcher

MelissA BUTler lives in cape Town and Pittsburgh, PA. in the Us, she teaches kindergarten. in south Africa, she 
writes and works with pre schools in the eastern cape. she has a Masters degree in curriculum Theory from Penn state 
University and a Masters degree in creative Writing from the University of cape Town. This is her first book of poetry.

ISBN 9781920397197 | 50 pages | 210 x 148 mm | 2011 | Modjaji Books, South Africa | Paperback | $19.95/£15.95
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sAlUTes WiThoUT gUNs
ikeogu oke 

sAlutes witHout guns was selected as one of the Books of The yeAr 2010 by the 
tiMes literAry suppleMent and was long-listed for the 2010 Wole soyiNkA Prize for 
liTerATUre.

“here is a writer who finds the metaphor for what has happened and continues, evolves, not often the 
way we want, in our lives in Africa and the world. he does so timelessly and tellingly, as perhaps only 
a poet can.”

- NADiNe gorDiMer, NoBel Prize WiNNer

“sAlutes witHout guns announces the arrival of a major poet. ikeogu oke’s poetry has impressive range and exudes gravitas. 
it’s at once supple and stout, lyrical and solemn unflinching and yet leavened by a skilled poet’s calming touch. in this 
splendid collection the poet is able to move fluidly from the mythic to the immediate. his stance - as in a memorable censure 
of v.s. Naipaul - can be unsparing, but he is also capable of tender-hearted celebration. here’s a vital poet whose cadenced 
accents speak powerfully, and with rare insight, about the major issues of our day... read this collection and be enriched by 
the sheer plentitude and variety of the harvest. here’s a poet gifted with the talent to enchant - even when he casts a gruff 
eye.” 

- okey NDiBe, AUThor of Arrows of rAin AND A Professor of liTerATUre 
TriNiTy college, hArTforD, coNNecTicUT

“This is a wonderful collection. The poems have undergone clinical and meticulous finishing. The are aural, precise, vivid and 
rhythmic. one of the best collections in contemporary times!.”

- Uche PeTer UMez, AUThor of DArk ThroUgh The DelTA AND UNesco AschBerg lAUreATe

ISBN 9789782436573 | 132 pages | 198 mm x 129 mm | 2009 | Manila Publishers Company, Nigeria | Paperback | $22.95/£15.95
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shADoWs
emmanuel Fru doh

“shadows, as the title insinuates, splits open and lays bare the frightening vision of humanity, the 
heart of man depressed, a veritable inferno in which there is little to be enjoyed and everything to be 
endured, as all is vanity, a gnawing emptiness.  Nothing is but what it seems. simple but without being 
simplistic, there is in the damp climate of Doh’s poetry broken promises, displaced emotional centres, 
a pervading sense of doom, of impending disaster, and a total helplessness reminiscent of Plato’s 
proverbial mythical cave in which all reality is but shadow, devoid of substance, with the observer 
chained to the walls of his feelings, beliefs, and unfulfilled ambitions.”

- Professor liNUs T. AsoNg, UNiversiTy of BAMeNDA, cAMerooN

eMMANUel frU Doh holds a PhD in english (literature emphasis) from the University of ibadan, Nigeria. Between 
1990 and 1997 he taught African literature at the University of yaounde i (eNs Bambili), cameroon, during which time 
he established himself as a major voice in cameroon’s literary arena. An accomplished teacher, poet, and critic, emmanuel 
fru Doh currently teaches in the Department of english at century college, Minnesota, U.s.A. where he is also Associate 
editor of pHAntAsMAgorA.

ISBN 9789956579877 | 92 pages | 203 x 127 mm | 2011 | Langaa RPCIG, Cameroon | Paperback | $22.95/£15.95
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sileNT voices
ekpe inyang 

This collection of poems spans a wide range of themes and subjects, including culture, 
politics, socio-economics, environment, and human rights. The poems are a reflection of ekpe 
inyang’s close contact with and passionate observation of society, as well as his generous 
sharing of life experiences and personal philosophy. ekpe’s poetic journey started in 1992, 
and some of the poems in this collection have been published in national and internal 
newspapers, magazines, anthologies, and journals.

“… a dense collection of poems that treat several issues in a multi-faceted manner. The poet employs 
sharp imagery, salient symbols and succinct metaphors, among other devices, to unearth the whirlwinds of his mind, calling 
on society’s attention aloud, lest he explodes. indeed, ekpe inyang’ silent voices provokes sealed lips to venture sane 
discussions on the growth of mankind.”

- MATheW TAkWi, PoeT & PlAyWrighT

“ekpe inyang’s silent voices are in fact not silent voices but eloquent and powerful voices blasting hate, prescribing love; 
combating oppression, recommending freedom; chastising extravagance, proposing modesty; and denouncing ugliness, 
and hailing beauty. This juxtaposition is a moving testimony of the poet’s all embracing themes of human predicaments and 
hopes. it is the bedrock of his poetic sublimity – a sublimity that he expresses with great dexterity in both free verse and the 
more demanding classical verse. The poetry is insightful, succinct, inviting and highly graphic – great poetry.”

- AloBWeD’ePie, NovelisT, PoeT, criTic AND Professor of liTerATUre, UNiversiTy of yAoUNDe 1

ISBN 9789956579631 | 110 pages | 203 x 127 mm | 2011 | Langaa RPCIG, Cameroon | Paperback | $22.95/£15.95

read more here 

siNg love 101
Bill F. ndi

sing love 101 is a billicious gourmet platter with 101 love poems in which this wordsmith 
worth his words brings together the good, the bad and the ugly of human love experiences. 
The poems are glossed with the simplicity of a sweet gentle breeze that caresses the reader’s 
heart like that blowing across his childhood rice fields in the summer. The poet highlights 
“love” as “the Dream” none should let die. This is a compelling volume to read.

“The 101 poems in this stunning collection are noted for their lushness of language and simplicity 
of style exploring a wide range of emotions while embodying the fearless passion and spirited wit of 

a poet to whom like Pablo Neruda, words are fun. [...] this collection bears the best poetry for new or old love; requited or 
unrequited; fulfilled or unfulfilled [...] as underscored in the concluding verse of the ‘The Musical hand,’ ‘loving infinitely as 
we do is nothing but wisdom for nothing other than wisdom is infinite!.”

- fesTUs frU NDeh, AssociATe Professor of PosTcoloNiAl AND TheoreTicAl liTerATUres, 
Troy UNiversiTy

“Bill offers in his poetic practice true structural complexity, highly verbal with mastery of literary devices and symbolic 
representation, while at the same time showing himself capable of Blakean epigrammatic terseness... as in ‘val (veracious, 
Admirable, loveable)’. This love poem is of impressive simplicity and yet gains great power on that account. The 101 love 
poems in sing love 101 are simple but with great PoWer on that account.”

- MichAel MeehAN (AcADeMic, WriTer AND criTic)

ISBN 9789956579044 | 96 pages | 203 x 127 mm | 2011 | Langaa RPCIG, Cameroon | Paperback | $22.95/£15.95
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These Are The lies i TolD yoU
Kerry hammerton 

“kerry hammerton is an anatomist of romantic love, from the rumpled hotel sheets of lust to the shared 
tattoos of intimacy. With its roller-coaster ride of erotica, sensuality, heartbreak and laugh out loud 
hilarity, These are the lies i told you is a debut volume destined to break sales records in this country. 
The Marian keyes of poetry has arrived.”

- fiNUAlA DoWliNg, PoeT AND creATive WriTiNg TeAcher

kerry hAMMerToN is a poet, writer and alternative health practitioner. she is a graduate of The 
University of the Witwatersrand (Johannesburg) and The college of integrated chinese Medicine 
(reading, Uk). her poetry has been published in south African literary journals such as cArApAce, 

new contrAst and new coin, online at litnet and incwAdi. she has also been a contributor to tHe eMpty tin reAdings (May 
2010) and tHe poetry proJect. These are the lies i told you is her first poetry collection. kerry has fewer wrinkles than she 
should have at her age – or so her friends tell her.

ISBN 9781920397227 | 76 pages | 216 x 140 mm | 2011 | Modjaji Books, South Africa | Paperback | $22.95/£15.95

read more here 

philoSophy
islAM AND oPeN socieTy 
fidelity and Movement in the Philosophy of Muhammad iqbal

“in the atmosphere of suspicion and anger that characterizes our time, it is a joy to hear the voice 
of iqbal, both passionate and serene. it is the voice of a soul that is deeply anchored in the Quranic 
revelation, and precisely for that reason, open to all the other voices, seeking in them the path of his 
own fidelity. it is the voice of a man who has left behind all identitarian rigidity, who has ‘broken all the 
idols of tribe and caste’ to address himself to all human beings. But an unhappy accident has meant 
that this voice was buried, both in the general forgetting of islamic modernism and in the very country 
that he named before its existence, Pakistan, whose multiple rigidities - political, religious, military - 
constitute a continual refutation of the very essence of his thought. But we all need to hear him again, 

citizens of the West, Muslims, and those from his native india, where a form of hindu chauvinism rages in our times, in a way 
that exceeds his worst fears. souleymane Bachir Diagne has done all of us an immense favor in making this voice heard once 
again, clear and convincing.”

- chArles TAylor, Professor, Mcgill UNiversiTy QUeBec, cANADA

soUleyMANe BAchir DiAgNe is a Professor in the Department of french and romance Philology and the Department 
of Philosophy at columbia University in New york.
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Sociology
MigrATioN-iNDUceD hiv AND AiDs iN rUrAl MozAMBiQUe 
AND sWAzilAND
edited by Jonathan crush

south Africa’s gold mining workforce has the highest prevalence rates of tuberculosis and 
hiv infection of any industrial sector in the country. The contract migrant labour system, 
which has long outlived apartheid, is responsible for this unacceptable situation. The spread 
of hiv to rural communities in southern Africa is not well understood. The accepted wisdom 
is that migrants leave for the mines, engage in high-risk behaviour, contract the virus and 
return to infect their rural partners. This model fails to deal with the phenomenon of rural-rural 

transmission and cases of hiv discordance (when the female migrant is infected and the male migrant not). Nor 
does it reveal whether all rural partners are equally at risk of infection. This study examines the vulnerability of rural 
partners in southern Mozambique and southern swaziland, which are two major source areas for migrant miners. it 
presents the results of surveys with miners and partners in these two sending-areas and affords the opportunity to 
compare two different mine-sending areas. The two areas are not only geographically and culturally different, they 
have had contrasting experiences with the mine labour system over the last two decades.

The spread of hiv in southern Africa in the 1990s coincided with major downsizing and retrenchment in the 
gold mining industry which impacted differently on Mozambique and swaziland. swaziland has been in decline 
as a source of mine migrants while Mozambique remained a relatively stable source of mine migrants. The study 
therefore aims not only to shed light on vulnerability in mine sending areas, but also to draw out any contrasts that 
might exist between two mine-sending areas that were inserted into the mine migrant labour system in different 
ways during the expansion of the hiv epidemic.

ISBN 9781920409494 | 42 pages | 244 x 170 mm | B/W Illustrations | 2011 | Idasa, South Africa | Paperback | $19.95/£15.95
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