
      April 11, 2014 
 
 
Pede Hollist 
Department of English 
The University of Tampa, FL, USA. 
 
 
Dear Pede Hollist, 
 
Congratulations. 
 
African Literature Association (ALA) Book of the Year Award – Creative Writing 
(2013, awarded April 11, 2014).  
This award is for an outstanding book of African literature, whether novel, non-
fiction prose, play, or poetry collection, published in the preceding calendar year 
(2012) by an African writer.  
 
The WINNER: Pede Hollist, for So the Path Does Not Die, published by Langaa 
Press in Bamenda, Cameroon (2012).  This award comes with $250.00 CASH 
AWARD 
 
Citation: 

 “A novel written in the form of a memoir, it tells the story of coming into age, or 
gaining a consciousness amongst the ruins, human and physical, of a country. It 
builds on a known tradition - Chinua Achebe, who is a reference for the writer - and 
manages through descriptions but also through parsed dialogues, to give a voice to 
characterization. One gets an idea of schooling, of friendships, of humor in 
relationships, and of challenges facing the protagonists. The narrative tension is 
kept alive by a manner of writing that is quite settled. There is a clear mastery of the 
art of the sentence. The novel is written in a realist mode, which is certainly a 
necessary condition for a Sierra Leone that still has to tell its tale in a cogent 
manner. The novel is quite a significant contribution to African writing in this regard, 
and very worthy of the award.” 
 
Congratulations! 

 
Tejumola Olaniyan 
Chair, 2013-2014 ALA Awards Committee 
	  

	  

	  
	  
	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  An	  independent,	  non-‐profit	  professional	  society	  of	  scholars,	  teachers	  and	  writers	  dedicated	  to	  the	  advancement	  of	  African	  Literary	  Studies.	  
	  
PRESIDENT	  
Soraya	  Mekerta	  
Spelman	  College	  
African	  Diaspora	  and	  the	  World	  Program	  
350	  Spelman	  Lane,	  SW,	  Box	  314	  
Atlanta	  GA	  30314	  	  	  
404-‐270-‐5531	  
smekerta@spelman.edu	  
	  
VICE-‐PRESIDENT	  
Tejumola	  Olaniyan	  
University	  of	  Wisconsin-‐Madison	  
Depts.	  of	  Afr	  Lang	  &	  Lit	  and	  English	  
Van	  Hise	  Hall	  1470	  
1220	  Linden	  Drive	  
Madison,	  WI	  53706	  
608-‐262-‐8168	  
tolaniyan@wisc.edu	  
	  
DEPUTY	  VICE-‐PRESIDENT	  
Huma	  Ibrahim	  
humaibrahim4@yahoo.com	  
	  
PAST	  PRESIDENT	  
Anthonia	  Kalu	  
African	  American	  &	  African	  Studies	  
486	  University	  Hall	  
230	  North	  Oval	  Mall	  
Ohio	  State	  University	  
Columbus,	  OH	  43210-‐1319	  
(614)	  688-‐5779	  
kalu.5@osu.edu	  	  
	  
SECRETARY	  
Anne	  Carlson	  
Foreign	  Languages	  &	  Literatures	  
Mailcode	  4521	  
Southern	  Illinois	  University	  Carbondale	  
1000	  Faner	  Drive	  
Carbondale,	  IL	  	  62901	  
(618)453-‐5416	  
acarlson@siu.edu	  	  
	  
TREASURER	  
Mohamed	  Kamara	  
Tucker	  Hall	  201	  
Dept.	  of	  Romance	  Languages	  
Washington	  and	  Lee	  University	  
Lexington,	  VA	  24450	  
(540)	  458-‐8475	  
kamaram@wlu.edu	  
	  
JALA	  EDITOR	  
Abioseh	  Porter	  
Dept.	  of	  English	  &	  Philosophy	  
Drexel	  University	  
Philadelphia,	  PA	  19104	  
(215)	  895-‐2448	  
abiosehp@drexel.edu	  
	  
40th	  ALA	  CONFERENCE	  	  
University	  of	  the	  Witwatersrand	  
April	  9-‐13,	  2014	  
Bhekizizwe	  Peterson	  
Bhekizizwe.Peterson@wits.ac.za	  

ALA	  Headquarters:	  James	  McCorkle,	  Director,	  Hobart	  and	  William	  Smith	  Colleges,	  300	  Pulteney	  Street,	  Geneva,	  NY	  14456	  
Ph:	  (315)	  781-‐3491	  	  	  Fax:	  (315)	  781-‐3822	  	  Email:	  McCorkle@hws.edu	  


